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tr Prom the above we chailty 
in the true doctrine of 


We will now ex- 


Con 


unto you, that We we have 


reach any ae 


you, det hitn 
has a‘curse ‘upon any 
\ te so presumptuous as to preach any other gospel than the Fame of 
Christ. Certainly no other gospel than the one. the Ap ) 
and the ancient-saints obeyed, is the power of God 
_, and the curse of God inevitably will follow any person whe apr 
“from it in his teaching. Christ said, “Verily, veril bat 
He that entereth not by the door into ‘the d, but cli “hy 
Wome" other way the same thief robber.°—John x. 
it is plain that there is*but' one ehtfiince ‘of God : all 
other pretended entrances.are the works of men who try to, climb ‘up 
some other.way. How many doctrines did Christ acknowledge to be 
true? I answer, only one. and that was the one that sed \ stles © 
reached; and pronounced a curse upon all who should a dif- 
‘erent one. Bat: says one, those Christian i 
orthodox, only differ in nonessential points: reph the:seripture:says 
‘nothing about ‘nonessential points-of ‘the doctrine of Christ. : The g 
pel is a perfect law of — because a perfect being devised i, and 
if it is changed in the least, it is rendered imperfect. « For this 
‘reason conclude that it isthe very ‘height of folly,'to believe ‘there 
can be more than ‘one true order of ‘the gospel. ‘And ‘a man must be 
obedient to every principle of it, or it cannot be'sajd in: truth that “he 
obedient to the gospel of Christ. 
Charity in the:full sense of the-word isthe love of God shed ébroad 
< in the hearts of the le ‘of God; ‘love towards your neighbours ; as- 
“sistanee and friendship in the time of distress‘and danger. Forinstance 
ay we see a person in danger, afd heiignorant of it, it would ‘not® 
 .  ‘@harity in us to flatter him in: his dangerous ‘condition, 
more danger, or in ‘other'words, if ‘en person’ is'‘deceived, 
; * is in'a dangerous condition; and ‘we: khow his condition to be ‘an 
awfal ‘one; it is charity in‘us, not only that, but it :is‘our doty to warn 
of’ his danger and entreat him:to forsake: the evil’ way;'instead 


“Now let'us examine the charity’ that! Christ heid'for the Tews, 


At'the time made his appearance ‘mong ‘therit, 
‘into sects arid parties; had broken t the Lord 


had tiadé with fathers while 


‘individual whecsheald 
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apostles saying “ go ye:into all the world, and preach the 
every creature, and he that believeth, and is baptized shall 


to 
saved 


wickedness of the above mentioned » notwi ’ ing the bold- 
ness of their testimony, and: plainness of their assertions. = 
Now if Christ.and the apostles had had the same kind of chari- a 
ty that the people want us to have, they would havesaid to the Phari- -+. aa 
sees, Sadducees, Scribes, Alexandrians, Syrenians, &c., go on, you are | A 
_ doing well; this difference of opinion is only of minor consequence. 
And if they had thus flattered them, what would have been the con- 
sequence ? Would it not have involved them deeper in sin and iniquity, 
and caused them to drink a greater draft of 


Stor! 
; 


ee 


> 


ders, and imbibed erroneous opinions, 4 

subjects to: reject the: h. «Christ: smid:-to 4 

deed appear beautifel ootward, but are within full of dead men's bones : 

and: all srpents, ye how can ye 
escape the damnation of heli?’ (See xxiii chapter.) The Scribes, 3 
Pharisees and Sadducees at this time professed to be: Moses’ disciples q 

_and to:worship Godaccording to the law. Christ commanded his 
and he that believeth not shall be damned.” © From the above we | 
learn: that with all the religions.that the human family professed, that =a 

they all had to come to the standard of Christ, and comply with the a 
requisitions of the gospel,.or be damned; none were. exempt from a 

this command... Furthermore; Christ said to the Pharisees, “ yuu are e 
your father the devil and his:works ye will do: for hé was a-liar 
from the beginning.” said, thou child of the devil,” &c. 

No person who believes the bible doubts but what Christ and the 3 
answer this question for himself. It pure charity 

| that: — Christ and his apostles to reprove the world for their g 
sins, and corruptions; and why should it be considered an uncharita- 9 
ble act:in the Latter-Day Saints to do the same, providing the: world Pe 

are in‘sithilar circumstances. . Indeed, ‘the. Jews: ‘were in a state of 
apostacy when. Chirist came, and were all commanded to bow 

to his sceptre, and obey his ; vand: no. other way, plan, gospel, 

or' system of religion would encesoftheir | 

» Now if: the Christian world in general are ina state of 

namnber of this: work, a kn of it, or in othet 


on Guljeat: if we. bane chacity, ve: 
4 “ Knowing ‘the terrorof the Lo 

come.in:the clouds of sheaven, and 
to take of thom ‘who- obey 


Thave the gift and understand all and 
not charity J am wothtag. No one who believes the bible doubts but 


what Christ and the apostles were influenced by a philanthropic spirit, 
or charity, when they pr ied tothe 
we would naturally infer.from the above quotation, that it is possible 
‘fora man to have.the spirit of. prophecy, or a knowledge of future 
events, and yetibe in a degree destitute of charity. With. the spirit 
of prophecy, or knowledge Sp thes Christ had:of the destruction. that 
was coming upon the Jews, if he had remained in. silence, would he 
have showed that he had charity for them., Certainly not. The cir- 
cumstance, of Jonah disobe ry, command of God. and taking a 
passage on board the ship arsish, instead of goi going to: Nineveh, 
is a remarkable instance of this kind. .TheLord b rit.of pro- 
phecy. discovered to Jonah the great wickednes#o the inhabitants of 
that city and the awful destruction that he had resolved to bring upon 
them, if they would. not repent. Now Jonah having a knowledge. of 
these things, also the pride and haughtiness of the Ninevitee, concluded 
that.if he testified these things to them:it would cross them. in. their 
feelings and the finger of scorn would be pointed at him and he: would 
to suffer much in order to accomplish this work. Therefore 
determined in his own mind (no doubt) not to go to Nineveh, but let 
them dwell in ignorance, and the destruction overtake them unawares. 
Thus we see that with all the knowledge he. had of the destruction 
that would have come upon Nineveh had it not been: for reperiance, : 
he was destitute of charity and turned from the lens of duty. 
if we:have a knowledge of the second ¢ of Christ,,and 
the terrible destructions that will come upon the wicked at the time, 
or those who are not prepared to meet him, shall we hold our peace, and 
make no exertion to reclaim them, that they may meet the Lordswith 
joy, and not with grief? . Furthermore, it would-be.anact of, injustice 
without: first: giving them a fair .warn It. 
| prophets,, Christ, and the apostles, have prediéted . the, 
nut of Christ, “Out of Zion the perfection of beauty, God hath 
Our God shall come, and shall:not keep.silence; a five shall 
po lec it shall.be very ¢empestuous round about him. 
He shall call. to the to the earth, (thatihe 
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write unto you. | For you 


rite unto you. | that the day « 


Lord has decreed a destruction upon: the human family, and that the 

Lord Jesus is coming, and will overtake them as-a:thief ‘in the —_ 

And shall we remain in silence? no! we will testify these things, 

_ the honest in heart may arouse from their slumbers, and: prepare them- 
selves to.meet the awful day. If we have a knowledge of: these things, : 


and make no:exertion to: rescue others from the impending destruction, 


we will incur the displeasure of the Lord like Jonah: Charity inspires’ 
us to proclaim the truth; regardless of private feelings or men's opinions, 
that the Lord’s people may be called out of Babylon, or ftom the midst 
of confusion, that they partake not of her sins, and receive not:of her 
plagues, for:her sins and iniquities. have reached to ‘heaven, and her 


-suade men, or God? or do 1 seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 

| As we intend in this and the following wambers of this work to en- 
ter into’ ‘scriptural investigation of the' gospel of Christ, the 
work of God in'the last days, it is necessary to establish some ‘definite 
and cousideting ‘them the same in amount as allegories, or 30 highly. 
repugnant to the'word'of ‘Gedj'and ‘has*involved' communities in* 
darkness; and led’ thousands of’ previous'soule' who had bat'a ‘common 
education astray;-aud caused: them to say,'“ grout thie thystety ‘of 


judgments slumber not, (ee Rev. xviii. 4, 5.). For'do I now per-’ 


ing and giving in marriage, until the day‘Noah enteted into the 
ing and giving in marriage, until the day‘ Noah inte th 
and knew not until the: flood came, and ‘took them all away}: 
ord. se: cometh as: thiel in the mg or wher 
peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon 4 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
day should overtake you as a thi@f: Ye are allthe children of light, im 
and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.” 
° 
1 Thess. v.. 1-5: Now from the above: predictions we learn that the. 4 
¢ é 
ra 
| 
They peruse’ the’ scriptures; ‘but’ in vain, for’ tradition’ popular’ 


opinions ‘have established the above mentioned -system of interpreta- 


i they never dreamed that: the ‘contents of ‘the bible were to 
bevas literally understood, as those book. 


Some mistify the whole of the sacred valume, others such part as does 
not suit'their particular tenets. Indeed, I must confess that this system 
above mentioned, which has been carried into effect, and practised 
for the last several hundred years, has been the most.effectual scheme 
for the propagation of the modern systems of religion, that has ever 
been invented. For who would have ever thought that the church of 
Christ in this age of the world ‘was to be organized different from 


what it was in the days of the apostles, had it not been for the spirit- 


ualizing system? Who would have dreamed this when the scriptures 
are so plain on this subject if all had believed them as they read? This 
evil practice which the clergy ar®guiky of has thrown a mist of 


_ darkness over the plain and simple truths that are im the bible: and 


they have also used it as a cloak for their iniquities. It also has given 
the wild and enthusiastic too much latitude for their enthusaisms: it 
has caused splits in societies, and has been the means of many con- 
troversies. Again, there are thousands of individuals to this day who 
believe they cannot understand the scriptures when they read them, 


because they do not believe they mean what they say.’ Therefore, — 


books of commentaries have been written imterpsreting the scriptures, 
and indeed bending them to suit their different religious tenets instead of 
arranging their tenets to agree with the scriptures. do not pretend to 
say that parables are to be considered any thing else but parables; but 
the explanations that Christ gave of his parables are to be taken 
literally.. Neither do I-pretend to say but what there are figurative 


expressions in the bible, as well as in any other book. We often ex-— 


_ press our ‘views by figurative expressions, and we often iilustrate sub- 
jects by comparisons; but who ever thought ofmistifying our literab 


relation of facts. When we read other works we do not think that 


the author said one thing and meant another, and why should we have 
such a conjecture with regard to the scriptures. I leave the reader 


to answer this question for himself. Again it is.a very singular thing | 


and a very unreasonable one too, that God should make Known his 


will, and cause it to be written to the human family and command all 


to obey it, and at the same time in so mysterious a way that none but 
the Jearned can understand it. Christ chose: illiterate’ men for ‘his 
apostles, and Paul says, “ not many wise men were called: tut. Ged 


had chosen the weak things of this world to confound:the wisdowiiof 


the wise:” and it is a strange thing that they have preached thelaw _ 


of God, and written the same for the benefit of future: generations, 
and that none but the wise of this world.can comprehend it.' ‘Further- 
more, admitting the scriptures are to be spiritualized, ‘itis unreasonable 
to,suppose that uninspired men are capable to interpret them, and give 
the true meaning; for. it require the same spirit of 

inspixation'to interpret, that dictated the 


writer to write them. = 
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Peter says; we:have also:a ‘more:sure ‘word of’ prophet 
unto yedo well: that: ye: take ‘heed, as unto'a light: that ehmetly in 
dark:place, until the: day dawn, and. the day-star arise in your hearts; 
nowing' this first, that no prophecy of scripture is: of ‘any private 
interpretation.” —~2 Peter i: 19, 20. A light: in. @ dark place is an ex- 
cellent thing to enable any person to guide his foot’ ‘in the right 
path -—so are the scriptures a sure guide in the path of holiness when 
we read and apply them ‘according to Peter’s rule of interpretation: 
“no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.” We 
shall now’examine the literal fulfilment of prophecy that: is: already 
fulfilled, that the reader may see the propriety,and necessity of adopt- 
ing the above rule for the appli 


pplication and interpretation of prophe 
yet future. We will commence with the Lord’s eorenrcrahat oah. 
gs In the days of Noah the inhabitants of the earth were very wicked, 
and the Lord in his just wrath resolved to destroy them, if they would 
not repent and forsake their evil ways. Therefore, He prophecied.to 
Noah that He would bring a flocd of waters upon the earth and de- 
stroy all flesh: He also commanded Noah to build an ark for the 
saving of himself and family. Now if Noah had:considered this any 
thing else than a literal relation of facts, and considered it the figure 
of some spiritual event, and the ark a spiritual one, he most certainly —_. 
would have perished with the Antediluvians. He had no knowledge of 
the modern spiritualizing system, therefore he moved forward and 
prepared the ark to the sa of himself and family. ‘The next pre- 
diction: we will notice is: the bok ’s to Abraham, telling: him that his 
seed shall remain in bondage four hundred years. (See Gen. xv. 18, 
14.) Moses says, the children of Israel were in bondage four hundred 
years, (See: Ex. xii. 40.) Indeed, Joseph’s interpretation of Pharoh’s 
dream, ard prediction of the seven years’ famine ;. and Moses’ predic- 
tions to the childreniof Israel in the wilderness, were all literally fulfilled. 
Isaiah’s:prophecy to Hesekiah that his days should be lengthened fifteen 
vears, andaiso his prophecy concerning the destruction of Babylonwere 
- literally: fulfilled. Also Jeremiah’s prophecy that the Jews ‘should be 
taken to Babylon and there remain in bondage seventy years, whichwas 
— jiterally falfilled. : We might cite the reader to passages of this kind and 
their literal fulfilment, till he would be weary reading them ;' but we for- 
bear knowing that the honest in heart are willing to accept of a few as 
a. sample of the literal fulfilment of prophecy... It sufficeth to say that all 
true prophecies when the prophets said thus and thus: saith the Lord, 
fiterally:fulfilled. For instance the predictions concerning the first 
— of Christ, and the important events connected with: the ‘his- “| 
tory of his life,-were all fulfilled to the very letter: and the fact that _ 
the apostles, whenever they quoted a prophecy fromthe Old Testament, 
applied |it-as .a literal relation-of facts without making:any comménts 
upon it whatever, is sufficient proof that the: predictions of the prophets: 
generally, were designed as literal relations of facts not'te be spiritual! 
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izing’ the-seriptures, that he is an unbeliever; and is trying te modify, 
or convert them ‘unto something else to suit his notions or tenets. At 
the same time he professes to be a believer; but when we sum up the 
whole of his spiritualizing, we discover that he disbelieves what the pro- 
phets and a said, but believes: what they meant. The infdels 
would be willing to believe the bible if they could have the privilege of 
manufacturing it over to suit themselves. And I conclude by saying 
that it is time that this evil ‘practice of spiritualizing the scriptures, 
which is so closely connected with priestcraft, was done away, that 
the noble and the ignoble, the learned and the unlearned, may read the 
sacred book and understand it, and no lon "rine 

pret for them. “Cursed is. he that putteth trust in man or maketh 
flesh his arm.” 


THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST—THE OBJECT OF HIS MISSION—THE KING. 
DOM OF GOD, OR CHURCH MILITANT, AND THE GOSPEL. 


As we promised in our first number to set forth in some future one 
our views of the plan of salvation which God has devised for the saving 
of a lost or fallen world ;—we will now enter into an investigation of 
this subject by searching the scriptures, and comparing the testimony 
of the different inspired writers with each other. We wilt commence 
with the divinity of Christ. | 

Behold, when I gave all ‘diligence to write unto you of on com- 
mon salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort 
you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints.”-—Jude, 3. There are a diversity of opinions among those 
_ who profess Christianity on this subject, but it is useless to mention 

or to attempt to detail them. Therefore, we shall content ourselves 
with the faith, or doctrine, once taught to the saints, and say nothing 
of any consequence of the ideas that are held forth by the divines of 
the present age, but strictly confine ourselves to the. scriptures, and — 
ideas held forth by the les and prophets. We will here insert 
an.extract from‘the “‘ Book of Doctrine and Covenants,” which con- 
clusively sets forth our ideas of the t Supreme Governing Power, 
or.in other words the Godhead ; and which will lay a foundation ~~ P 
a scriptural investigation of the divinity of Christ-— Of Faith,” sec- : 
tion v. and 2nd paragraph. 

There two personages who constitute the great, 
governing a supreme power over ‘all things—by w 1 
and made, that are and made, risible 
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ed. like unto man, or being: in: the form and likeness of man, or, rather, 
_ express‘image.and Jikeness of the personage of he: Father: s- 
ing all the fulness of the Father, or, thesame fulness with the Father ; 

; begotten of him, and was ordained, from before the foundation 
ef the world to be a propitiation for the'#ins of all those who should 
believe on. his name, and is called the Son because: of the flesh—and 
_ descended. in suffering below that which man can suffer, or, in other 
words, suffered greater sufferings, and was exposed to more powerful 
contradictions than any man can be.™But notwithstanding ali this, 
he kept the law of , and remained without sin: Showing thereby 
that it is in the power of man to keep the law and remain also with- 
out sin.“*And also, that by him a righteous judgment might come 
upon all flesh, and that all who walk not in the law of God, may 
justly be condemned by the law, and have no excuse for their sins. 
And he being the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, 
and having overcome, received a fulness of the glory of the Father— 
possessing the same mind with the Father, which mind is the Holy 
Spirit, that bears record of the Father and the Son, and these three 
‘are one, or in other words, these three constitute the great, match- 
less, governing and supreme power over all things: by whom all 
things were created and made; that were created and made: and 
these three constitute the Godhead, and are one: The Father and the 
Son possessing the same mind, the same wisdom, glory, power and 
fulness:. Filling all in all—the Son being filled with the fulness of the 
Mind, glory and power, or, in other words, the Spirit, glory and 
power of the Father—possessing all knowledge and glory, and the 
same kingdom :. sitting at the right hand of power, in the express:im- 
age and likeness of the Father—a Mediator for-man—being filled 
with the fulness of the Mind of the Father, or, in other words, the 
Spirit of the Father: which Spirit:is shed forth upon all who believe 
on his name and keep his commandments: and all those who keep 
_ his commandments shall grow up from. grace to grace, and become 
heirs of the heavenly kingdom, and joint heirs with Jesus: Christ; 
is the same mind, being transformed into the same image or 
enéss, even the express image of him who fills all in all: being filled 
with the. fulness of his glory, and become one in him, even the 
_ Father, Son and Hol Spirit mre 
_ Jn. the above the ‘lo is held forth that Christ is the Son of God, 
pevorine same. mind, wisdom, glory, power, and fulness with the 
Father, or in other:words that he is co-eternal, and co-equal with 
thee shall be :called: the: Son! -God.”-—Luke i..35.: And Jesus 
when ‘he.was: baptized, went up straightway out of the :waler: and, 
lo, the: heavens: were opened. unto him, and he saw. the spirit of God 
escending: liké:a dove, and lighting upon him: and, lo,:a voice fror: 

n, saying, this is my beloved: Son, in whom well 
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Math. iii::16; 17... “ And hath kings and priests unto-God 
and :his: The. latter. quotation not only conveys 
the:idea that Christ is the Son of God; bat that he is God. And it is 
evident that the reason why he was called the Son of God was be- 
cause of the flesh: « That holy.thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” ..“ Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, He also bimself likewise took part of 
the same.” “For verily he took not:on him the nature of : 


but he took on him the seed of Abraham.”—Heb. ii. 11-16.“ Behold 


a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel,” (“which being interpreted is God with us.”)—lIsa. vii..14._ 
Now this. part of the subject is so plain, and the scriptures so definite 
that it is not necessary to dwell any longer upon it: for all who have 
perused the bible, know that Christ is often called the Son.of God. But 
the Socinians, or Unitarians contend from Christ’s saying that he was 
the Son of man, that he cannot be God, or co-equal with the Father. | 
To this we say he was called the son of David; for he was the son, 
or literal descendant of David; but this sonship, or heirship was only 
after the flesh; but with regard to his spirit and eternal power he was 
not the son of David. The fact that he called himself the Son of man 
is no argument that he is not God. Indeed, this sonship was | 
after, or in consequence of the flesh. In reckoning from Mary his 

mother, he was the son or descendant of David, and from his miracu- 
lous conception by the Holy Ghost, the Son of the Father; but as for 
his Spirit or Eternal Power, which is one of the three that constitute 
the head, he is co-equal, and co-eternal with God the Father, 


which is plain to be seen from the following quotations. ‘In the be- 


ginning was the Word, and the Word was' with God and the Word 
was _ The same was in the beginning with God. All things 


“were made ‘by him; and without him:was. not any thing made that 


was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” 
«« He was in the world, and the world: was made by him, and the 
world knew him not.” “« And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 


- among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 


of the Father,) full of grace’and truth.”—John i. 1-14. “In whom 
we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every crea- 
ture: for by him were all things created that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or do- 

minions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by. him, 
and for him ; and he is before all things, and by him all things consist; 
and ‘he is:the head of ‘the body, the.church: who. is in the beginning 


| the firstaborn from the dead; that in all things he might idlicleswet- 


it plossod the Father that in him should ‘all folness — 
yell: and having made peace through the blood: of ‘his:cfoss,' by ‘him 

to.Feconcile all’ thi unto himself; by him [ say)wWhether 

things:in or! things in heaven.”—Col, i. 14-20, 4 
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in the form of God, thought it net robbery to:-be equal with God; but 
made himself of no reputation, and took apon him the ofa ser- 
vant, and wae meade in the likeness of men; and: being found in'fath- 
ion asa man,'he ‘humbled himself and! became ‘obedient unto death, 
evenithe death of the cross. Wherefore Godialso hath highly exalted 
him, and gives hime name which is above every name.”—Phil. 6-8. 
“ God, who at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake’ in times 
‘past unto the fathers. by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by! his: Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all’ things, by 


_ whom alse he made the worlds; who being in the bri of kus 
oa mg express image of his , and ing al things 
the word of his power, when he had. by hi purged our'sins, 


' gat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; being made so 
much ‘better. than nn as he hath by inheritence obtained a 
more excelent name than they.””—Heb. i, 1-4. “For anto us-a child 
is-born, unto us @ son is given, and ‘the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”—Isa; ix. 
6. “ And-new, O Father, glorify. thou me with thine own self with 
the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” “ Neither 

ay I-for these alone, but for them. also which shall believe on me 
through their word ; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also poy’ be one: in us: that the #orld 
may believe that thou hast sent me. And the'glory which thou gavest 
me [have given them; that they may be one, even as we are-one.” 

* Father I will that they also whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where, I'am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given 
me; for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”’—John 
XVii. 5-20, 21, 22-24. “‘ Forasmuch as ye know'that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things as silver and » from your. vain 
conversation, received by tradition ‘from your fathers; bat with. the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot: who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you.”—1 Peter, i. 18-20. 
* And all who dwell upon the earth shall worship him, [the Jeast] 
whose'‘names are not written in the book of life of the Jamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.”—Rev. xiii. 8. These latter quo- 
tations prove to a demonstration that Christ was co-eternal with the 
Father, or at any rate that he existed prior to the foundation of the 
world, and the Socinians, who deny the divinity of -Christ and his 
miraculous conception, cannot be considered believers in the 
foregoing portions of the sacred volume. And the following 
establish the doctrine of the Trinity,'-beyond successful c- 
tion...“ And God. said, make man in our image, after’ our like- 

ness.”—Gen. i. 26, And-the Lord God said, “Behold, the man is be- 
come as one of us to:know good:and evil”—Gen. iii. 22. The reader 

‘will here mark that the-personal pronoun:is used in the plural, which 
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the Holy 


extablishts the feet that a plurality of persons constitute the Godhead, 


orGreat Matchiéss Sipreme Governing Power, who holds the destinies 
mien; who'can speak and’ eternity will be filled with his voice ; 


‘Who'can ‘speak, and ‘chaos’ heat and ‘a ‘world ‘roll into: order.’ It is 
alto evident that the’ Holy Ghost ‘constitutes n part of ‘the Godhead, 
&e*will-be' seen from the following. “Go ye therefore, and ‘teach all 
izing them in the name of the Father, and‘of the Son, and of — 
shost.”-—-Math. xxviii: 18: “For there are three ‘that bear 
récord in heaven, the Father, the Word, [Christ] and the’ Holy Ghost : 
‘and these three are one.”—1 E. John. v.77. “ But when'the Comfort- 
‘exis come, whom I will:send unto you ‘from the ‘Father: even the 
— ‘of truth, which proceeds from the Father, he shall testify of me.” 
‘[Christ]—John ‘xv. because you are‘ sons, God has sent 
forth the Spirit of bis Son into your hearts.”—Gal. iv. 6. There is 


a an abundance of scripture evidence to establish ‘the ‘divinity of - 


rist, and ‘the doctrine of the Trinity, which we have not referred 
to; but we forbear. quoting anymore on this part‘of the subject lest 
the patience of the reader should be wearied. 
The fact that when Christ was extended betwixt heaven ‘and earth, 
béing nailed to the cross, all nature was shrouded with darkness, and 
as it were dressed in mourning: the veil of the temple was rent, and 
the solid rocks were broken, and nature trembled in agony, as though © 
alas ‘going ‘to wreck at ncedoes not a little favour the idea of 
his being God. ‘Behold, when Christ the Son of God, by whom ‘the 
world was’made, was.groaning with the agonies of death, heaven and 


earth ‘wefe ‘veiled in darkness, the sun refused his light’ while the 


blood of Jesus freely flowed to purchase our pardon. And why all — 
this? Was it not because he had superior power to man? ‘Let the 
reader judge for himself. He died,—he'slept in the silent tomb. . The 
door’ of the sepulchrce was removed ‘by the angel’ of God, and the iron 


_ hands of death were broken. He rose triumphant, and ascended: to 
‘heaven. All heaven rejoiced, and the holy angels no dohbt turned 


their joyful anthems, ‘and shouted loud hosannahs to God’ ‘and the 
Lamb. Saints on earth were overwhelmed with joy, and hailed him 
as their King. Redeemer, and Saviour. And ‘all both saints and an- 


gels in heaven, and saints on earth rejoiced ‘in one common ‘theme— 


“Jesus though once dead he lives again.” Thus having in a brief 
‘manner investigated ‘the subject of the divinity of Christ, we will now 
search the scriptures and learn the object of his mission. ~*~ °— 
«Now it is evident that the object ‘of Christ’s mission was twofold : 
first; to redeem a lost and fallen race of mankind from the conse- 
2 mare of the original sin, the penalty of which was déath:“ The 
‘day thoy eatest thereof thoashalt surely die.”—Gen. ii. 17: In'conse- 
era Per transgression of the commandment of God ‘concerning 
the forbidden fruit the seeds of ‘death were ‘planted in -haman beings, 
and have remained hereditary ever since. It is hot improbable bot that 
the death above alluded to; was of & twofold dature ; first, banishment 
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from the presence of God ; for we infer from the account that Moses 
gives of Adam and Eve — to the fall, that they were-in the ye 
sence of God; but-after their transgression they’ were banished from 
the garden, John in his Book of Revelations, speaks of a banishment 
which he terms the: second death, which‘is yet to take place, and we 
know no reason why we may not justly term the banishment of Adam 
and-Eve from the garden of Eden,:and the presence of the Lord, a 
spiritual death: and this death hasteaused the condition of the human 
family to be degraded, wretched, and miserable, yet sin was the 
iginal cause of the banishment. Second, the temporal death, which 
is the spirit leaving the body, and dust returning'to dust. Christ was 
offered as a sacrifice for the original sin, and his blood atoned for the 
same. And as for the temporal death, the atonement was as wide as 
the fall; that is, all both saint and sinner will be redeemed from this. 
temporal death, or in other words have a literal resurrection of the 
body, which is plain from the following. “For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”—-L Cor. xv. 22. “ Marvel 
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in their 
graves shall hear his voice,:a@nd shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil unto 
the resurrection of damnation.”—John v. 28, 29. This at once ex- 
empts infants, who know no law, from all ordinances, ceremonies, or 
obedience to any commandments of,God. Christ said, “suffer 
children to come unto me, for of sich is the kingdom of heaven.” 

“Sin is the transgression of the law.”.. “ Where there is no law sin 
is not imputed.” Little children are not capable of committing sin. 
They are innocent before God; although the curse is entailed upon 
them, which came in consequence of the fall; but Christ has payed 
the demands of justice: therefore, mercy claims them as his own, be- 
cause they are innocent, and pure before God, fit subjects for the king- 
dom of heaven. The spiritual death, or fall before mentioned, has — 
rendered the human family depraved, subject to vice, folly, wicked-’ 
ness, and temptations, and when we yeild to any of these propensities, — 
and transgress a known law of God, we commit sin, not the sin that 
Adam committed; but it is a sin that is committed in the persons oF 
individuals ; therefore, it may be justly termed actual, or individual sin. 

_ Second, Christ-not only died to redeem all men from the curse of 
_ the broken law, or commandment ; (we mean the commandment which 
God gave to Adam concerning the tree of knowledge) ; but to procure 
a remission of our individual sins, on eondition of obedience to the 
gospel. O!-what:condescention! what humility! Christ left the courts 
of glory, and took upon himeelf a tabernacle of flesh, and died upon 
the. cross to satisty.the demands of justice, and free us from the pe- 
nalty of the broken law; and with much humility set an example 
worthy of our imitation; and established: his kingdom on earth, and 
caused his gospel to be proclaimed to those who were sitting in dark- 
ness, and without God in the world.. Having thus mentioned the ob- 
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| with its laws and all thatéa 


ject of Christ’s mission to the earth,—we shall now proceed, and 
. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; ‘and 
all these things shall be added unto:you.”—Math, vi 88.3 © > 
a”Now. when we speak of the kingdom of God, or church¢ilitant, we 
mean to be understood as ing: of an organized Sacra on 
earth, expressly for the salvation of the human family, And this 
ins to it,'is the:plan ‘which 
has devised to save Adam’s fallen race from the consequences 

of. their individual sins. Some have supposed this kingdom to be 
nothing more than the individual enjoyments of the people of God, or 
in other words the spirit shed. abroad:in their hearts, but when we let 
common sense, and natural reason take their course, and our better 


| re are informed, honesty before God leads us to conclude the 


ingdom of God, as it was in primitive times, constituted an organized 
vernment, and that men are to enter into the — (instead of 
its entering them,) in order to enjoy the blessings of God; as we shall 
_. Now the arguments that have as yet been produced to sustain the — 
idea that the kingdom of God does not consist of an organized govern- 
ment, are, very: arpa One passage often referred to, reads as fol- 
lows: “ For behold the kingdom of God is within you.”—Luke xvii. 
21. The reader will observe frgm the reading of the pretext, that 
Christ .was addressing himself to. the Pharisees: therefore, the word 
you personated the persons addressed, and we cannot consistently say — 
the kmgdom of God, meaning the spirit, dwelt in the. hearts of the 
Pharisees, because it would make a contradiction in'terms. Christ — 
woe upon them for their abominations.’ One: object ‘of 
is mission was to establish his singdorgon earth; and his preaching 
in. _ was chiefly confined to the Jews, or House of Isreal; and 
as he chose his disciples from them, he with propriety said, “ the king- 
dom of. God is within you;” that is, ‘within the bounds of the nation, 
or among them; for Jesus and the apostles were-among them. The 
iplowing quotations establish the foregoing statement concerning 
kingdom of God. “ And they shall come from the East, and‘ from 
the West, and’ from the North, and from the South, and shall sit down 
in the kingdom of God.”—Luke, xiii. 27.. “ Verily, verily, I say’tnto 
you except @ man be born of water; and of the spirit he cannot ¢nter 
into. the kingdom of God.”—John, iii. 5.. “Who hath delivered us 


_ fram the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
gf -his-dear Son.”—Col. i. 18.“ And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
4 eregeenoned in all the world, for a-witness unto all nations: and’ then 
shall the end come.”—Math. xxiv. 14. These items of’ Scripture are 


so definite, or conclusive, that any comment is unnecessary : therefore, 
we shall proceed to examine the organization of the'church in the first 


‘Now no-kingdom, (that truly can be called « kingdom,) either in 
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heaven, or oh earth, can exist without being constituted of four things’; — 
first;:a’ king; second, commissioned officers ; third, Jaws; fourth, sub- 
jects: Christ:is the king of this kingdom, the apostles were commis- 
sioned officers; the i of Christ the laws, and the members of the 
church the subjects. Paul :describes the organization of the kin 

as follows. Wherefore he: saith when he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave giftsunto men.” “ And he gavé some 
apostles; and some prophets ; and:some evangelists; and 
and teachers.”—Eph. iv. 811. If the reader should enquire what the 
above officers were for, and how long they were to continue,—the fol- 
lowing verses will answer the question. “For the perfecting of the — 
- gaints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying the body [church] of 
Christ : till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know 

of the Son of God, unto a perfect. man, unto the measure of ‘the sta- 
ture of the fulness of Christ : that we heneeforth be no more children 
tossed to and fro, and carried ‘about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the-slight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lié in wait to 
deceive.” “And are built upon the foundation of apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner ‘stone ; in whom all 
the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord; in whom ye are also builded together for an habitation of God 
th the spirit.”——Eph, ii. 20-22. ‘‘ And God hath set some in the 
church; first, apostles; secondarily, prophets; thirdly, teachers.” dc. 
—1 Cor. xii. 28. The inspired writers have no where said that the 
above order of: the church should be done away until all come. to the 
unity of: the faith. The Lord said to Moses, “see that thou make all 
things according to the pattern shown thee in the Mount:” in like 
manner there was a strict injunction upon the apostles, and former- 
day saints, that they should teach, and do all things according to the 
pattern which Jegys showed, or taught them. ‘“ Teach them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” “ According to — 


the grace of God which is given unto me as a wise master-builder, I 


have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every — 
man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”—1 Cor. iii. 10, 
11. “ And are built upon the foundation of apostles, and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” All Christendom 
ackhow the New Testament to be the pattern for church govern- 
ment, or rule of faith.. For instance 1 am well acquainted with the 
statutes of these United States, and well pleased with the form of 
government, and I say in my heart that I will go to a people in some 
oreign country, hold forth these: statutes, as being pure and 
recommend the form of government to be » with the ‘view 
of @ government t the 
people are governed; to whom I intend to go; : "suppose 
_ that I should go and succeed to arouse their cA ond and cause them to 
seject their former form of government, and at last to establish an ab- 
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40 | KINGDOM.OF GoD. 
- solute. monarchy, and at the same time extol the Jaws,.and form of 
vermment of these United. States, and pretend that I was 
their statutes. not. honest. person ra 
such proceedings, and look .u m.as. being acts of injustice, 
ception, and frauds? Therefore, when a community who profess 
Christianity pretend to be —— by the same laws that the ancient 
saints were, and worship according to: the New Testament pat- 
tern, and at the same time deny and reject the above mentioned order 
of the kingdom of God, we are irresistably led to look upon them,-as 
_deceivers—wolves in sheep’s clothing, having a form of ‘Bodlines, bat 
denying the true form, and power thereof. 
_. Again the statutes, or laws of these United States call for, or re- 
uire several different officers ; first, a president; second, a vice-presi- 
-. and many other lesser . officers too numerous to —— so in 
like manner the gospel of Christ, or the laws of the kingdom of God, 
call for, or require apostles, prophets, evangelists, elders, teachers, 
deacons, &c. And cape to the testimony of the e, God 
will not acknowledge any other order, plan, -or form of godliness. 


than that we have preached let him be accursed.”’ i. 8. 
more, all orthodox Christians admit that Christ is infallible, So cieeety 
that his kingdom was a perfect one, and his gospel a law; the apos- 
tle admits this: “Whoso looketh into the perfect law of ~ 
_ continueth therein,” é.c—James:i. 25. If it is perfect and any thing 
be taken from it, it will render it imperfect, and if added to, it will be 
of no.use. To illustrate this part of the subject, we will use another 
_comparison. For instance a machine, say a watch, is perfect, that 
every wheel or part of mechanism is in proper order, 80 that the 
watch.keeps perfect time ;—but if. yousrremove one piece “of the me- 
chanism, you will make it im add another’wheel to:it, and 
a only burden the ma ey so it is with the kingdom of 
 ———— ou rob it of .a les and prophets, you make it im 
in r words it will not be organized to the pattern ; 
God will inevitably rest upon you. eed, the: plan of salvation is 
and will not admit of any. change for the | 
if changed at all, it will only be.a perversion. 


phets,. dzc., to a perfect building. 


he says: In whom all ‘the building. fitly: Gomad groweth 
a some of its most essential parts such.as, sills, beams, doors, 
braces, &c., and. then with propriety. call.it perfect ; from 
the church the above officers, and call it perfect without them.» 
deed, the. framed together, and there was a 


«But though we or an angel from heaven preach an gospel 
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foreigners, and strangers to God; and had it not been for the’ atone. 
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their place then the building was fitly framed, that there was nothing 


church, then a‘link was*broken. ‘The apostle Paul in another place 
compares the church with all the before mentioned officers, and gifts 
to the perfect body of'a man. “From whom the whole ‘body fitly 
joined together, and compacted by that whieh) every ‘joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of e part, 
maketh increase of the body, unto the oniiving. of itself in love.”— 
Eph. iv. 16. In the xii chapter of 1 Ss ‘speaking of the gifts, and 
authorities of the church, he says: “ hath tempered the body to- 
gether that there should be no schism in the body!” He further adds, 
as we have already quoted, that God placed at the head of the body, or 
church on earth: “ first, apostles ; secondarily, prophets,” &c. Now 
God placed the above in the church, and tempered them together, that 
there should be no schism in the body: therefore, as soon as one of . 
them was taken from the. church, then there was schism. Again 
the church was compared to a perfect body; and it is manifest that 
the body has since suffered a tremendous amputation: for the organi- 
zations now ‘extant among those who profess Christianity, are as dif- 
ferent from the one ‘we have been describing, as darkness from light.. 
But says one, God never intended to continue apostles, and _ prophets. 
in his church. If he did not, then the apostle Paul was mistaken when 
he said they were to continue till all came to the unity of the faith ; 
not that Peter, James, John, and Paul, were to live till all came to the. 
unity of the faith ; but there was to be a succession. In a word, Christ 
set in his chufch apostles, prophets, &c., and no person had a right 
to disannul this order of the church but God, and he never has said 
that he will do it: therefore, those who reject these things are acting 


without knowl and violating some of thé: most sacred rules of 
the: kingdom of Ged. Having thus described the organization of the’ 


kingdom of God; as it was in primitive times, we shall now examine - 
the utility of this kingdom, and whose right it is to enter into‘it, and’ 
io loge authoring te perform alf ceremonies, and administer all 


Now we have before:stated that the fall rendered the human family 
wretched, depraved, and exposed them to the snares and temptations 
of the adversary; and when we yield to his temptations we commit 

, or individual sin; and that this banishment of Adam and Eve’ 
ritual death: consequently it rendered the’ hyman family as aliens, 


ment which was: by Christ ;-and also for the gospel, ‘mankind 

would for ever have been miserable; subject’ to the powers of satan. But 

Christ died 'to-reconcileman to God, and as far‘as the fall is concerted, 

and ‘has rendered the human family aliens’ from God, he ‘hés died 

resto = for this reason infants, who know no law of God, can-*' 
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ber of the “Reflector,” and I now ‘beg. to. be 


erations trom Gol They are brough 
‘to. God by the blood of Christ. Indeed, it is the-sin that we are 

ty of ourselves that makes:us aliens, and strangers to God, and it 
an obedience:to the gospel that we are: adopted: into the 

om, or family of Christ, and have claim upon the promise, that 


his blood may prove efficacious to the gees _— our ‘iniquities; 


(To be continued on first page of next number.) . 


ANONYMOUS: LETTER. 


letter comme to tines foc thin 
ber, and in consequence of the kind spirit in which it seems to have 
been written, we publish it, together with the answers to the several 


To the Publisher of the “Gosrex Rerixcror.” 
Sir, 


I have been favoured with the per of the Stet 
be. larly" your 
inquiries concerning. the princi it snails’ articular our 
remarks upon the ancient order of the church, and ‘ber itiendé- | 
tion of. the religious world, whether Jews or G ants or 
Coshoten ; all of whom are represented as being in a state of apostacy . 

she parity and the apostolic order of the.church. 
taken is somewnat rogatory to 
and views of the professing portion of the community. I do- not in- 


trude myself upon your notice as an advocate of the tenets of any 


ular sect, but as an inquirer for truth. From my youth up, my 


has.been—* Prove ll things, and hold fast that which is good 
of importagce unnoticed, lest it should be for my good, 
a 


be the loser; and receive nothing 
ould: 


without close examination, lest it should contain something: 


geaw.like-a worm the root of my felicity. If your cause is. a good 
one I wish to know it. ee 
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various religious societies are in error, and it is important. that «all 
should know it. But there are-objections that arise in. the mind, 
which it.may be presumed are obstacles not easily surmounted... __ 
First. You and to. set yourselves up asthe 
standard, and denounce all who do not believe as you do. . This 
savours much of popery, and is contrary to the practice and received 
opinions of most all Protestant denominations: one society does not 
assume that bold independent — over: another equally  re- 
table, and perhaps more so. Such a course is considered unkind, 
illiberal, and unchristianlike; and does not the Apostle say, “ except 
we have charity we are nothing.” = 
Now permit me to ask, is the course you pursue the fruits of charity, 
which is love ? 
Second. You say in substance as follows: That the kingdom of 
God, which you call his organized church upon earth, anciently was, 
- now is, and ever will be composed of apostles, prophets, é&c., and that 
the members of that church, or children of the kingdom, will enjoy all 
those gifts of the spirit, and miraculous powers spoken of by the 
author of the epistle to the Corinthians, and: that those who helieve 
and wish.to become citizens of the kingdom, and partakers’ of those 
and blessings, must be adopted into the kingdom by: repentance, 
ptism sn water for remission of sins, and the imposition of bands for 
the reception of the Holy Ghost by those apostles, and other officers 
who are set ia order in the church and: duly authorized from on_ high 
to administer in the name of the Lord. Taking for granted that your 
own ideas of the kingdom are correct ; and as the various denomina- 
tions of Christians do not believe in the existence of apostles, hets, 
&c. now-a-days, nor in the necessity of those spiritual. gifts. bei 
continued, you infer that the kingdom of God has become disorgani 
and lost from amopg them. Now I ask, first, what is the kingdom ? 
Did not Christ say, “ the kingdom of God is. within you.” . How then. 
is it such an organization as you represent? Second, what constitutes 
an apostle, and were there any more in the Christian church: than 
the twelve whom Jesus ordained’ If not, how can there be a con- 
tinuation of them? Third, was not Christ the great and ast prophet 
that should arise? Are we authorized from scripture to believe that 
there should be any prophets after Christ, but false ones? Christ 
- said, “the law, and the prophets were until Jobn, since then the king- 
_dom of heaven was preached, and all.men press info it.” Fourth, con- 
cerning signs following the believer. Is it not said, (Mark, xvi, 20) 


. . “and they went-forth, and preached every where the Lord working 


with them, confirming the word with signs following?” Then was 
not that the sole design of those gifts and: miraculous powers;: and 
‘were they not restricted to the apostles, and to cease when their mis- 
sion was accomplished? Paul says, (1 Cor. xiii.:8) “ whether: there 
be prophecies they shall fail; whether there be shall 
cease.” So you see the time was limited, for the continuation of thyse 
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44 ANSWER ‘TO ANONYMOUS LETTER. 

the. you say the religious world, both priest and 
gia of te spr, asin you a brokencovenant: consequently are 
the same condition as the Jews were at the advent of Christ in the 
flesh::. to prove which, you refer to Isaiah, xxiv. 5; but does not the - 


covenant there 
does ‘not the describe the condition of the Jews at that time ? 


ou arse man of scripture to prove people 

the last days, have heaped an abundance of false teachers; 

who have turned away their ears from the truth, and turned them to 

fables. These you y to:the preachers of the various 
societies of our own time, and fables to which they have turned 

_ the people are the creeds, confessions of faith, opinions: of the 
fathers, &c. 

‘You infer beciuse they are divided into different sects, and: differ 
on some subjects of minor importance, that they cannot be right. ‘To 
be sure there are among them different modes of baptism, different 
modes of church government, a difference in their rites and cere- 
monies, and in some of their doctrines; and it is to be lamented that 
there aré so many divisions; but since these are all considered non- 
. essentials, and they all agree in touching the grand point, and 

acknowledge Jesus Christ to be the ee may we not in safety 
bid them God’s speed . 

You adduce severai passages from in writings of she uposties, to 
_ show that they foresaw and predicted the a oes of the church, 
which appear very plausible. I believe that all Protestant denomina- 
- tions eamoantedgs e that there was a very great, apostacy from’ pure 

and undefiled religion—that great corruption prevailed in the church 
during the dark ages, and that held almost an unlimited sway 
over the Christian portion of the globe for many centuries ; ‘and the 
fact is abundantly confirmed by church history. 
_ One more question and I have done for the present. Is it compati- 
ble with the mercy and kindness of our God ‘to leave the world in 
darkness so long a time, and without the fullness of the-Gospel? 

I send you these reflections and queries of mine, and expect, if you’ 
are honest in your religion, and your ground tenable, that I shall see 
in the next number of the “ Gospel Reflector” a questions together 
with your answers, in a definite manner. Should they be satisfac | 
torily answered, consent, I may propose some 


more. 
| A or Tavrs. 


‘Dean. Sim—Accor to our request I have ished let- 
ter-in full, and shall 9 to examine, and 


questions and queries. — 


of allude to.the Mosaic dispensation? and 
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. First, you remark: “Jt must RE ete to all your readers that 
the pr ou ‘have taken, issomewhat peculiar, and altogether dero- 
gatory to the feelings, and viewsof the professing portion of the com- 
munity.” To this } say, the Jews had the same reason to complain of 
_ Christ, and the apostles : for the course they took was altogether dero 
gatory to the feelings of that people; and the Jews manifested: as 
much sincerity, and made as great pretentions to holiness, as the 
several Christian denominations of the — age; yet they were 
commanded to bow to the sceptre of Christ. Christ acknowledged 
but one system of religion to be correct. ss | wae 
_. Next, you say our society set themselves up to be the standard, 
and deaounce ail who do not believe as we do, which you say, savours 
- much of popery, and then ask if this is the effects of charity. Charity 
says the apostle, “ rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth.” 
Now it is evident that there is’ but one true gospel; but there may be 
a thousand false ones. Indeed it must be obvious to you, that a man 
or set of men would act very inconsistent to hold up the doctrine of a 
society to be true, and at the same time acknowledge other doctrines, 
which. differ widely from it, to be equally. good, and true... This at 
once would give license to all the enthusiasims and ‘false doctrines 
that could be invented, and make the gospel a strange order of things 
not dissimilar to the Hydra. Yousay such a course savours rauch 
pr Gos 'y: If it does, then the course that the prophets, Christ and 
apostles took savoured much of popery ; for they never acknow- 
ledged but one system of religion on earth at a time'to be true. We 
have charity for both Protestants,-and Catholics; but we do not be- 
lieve their doctrines to be altogether correct. We believe there is 
one true gospel, and only one. “ There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, (not 
several hundred) whether we be Jews or Gentiles.” “Though we.or 
an angel from heaven preach ‘any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached. unto you, let him be accu ” You fur- 
_ ther remark that we believe that the kingdom of God, which we call 
his organized government on earth, was, is, and ever will be com- 
posed of a » prophets, éc.; and also that the members of the 
church will enjoy those spiritual gifts mentioned by the apostle, ‘(See 
Cor. xii'chap.) Now if you believe the seriptures, you certainly cannot 
have any pbjection to this ; for according to the bible, God never had 
a'people on earth that he acknowledged. to be his own, except he bles- 
_ sed them with his spirit, which inspired men among them to —— $ 
consequently he had prophets in his church. Christ said “‘ Howbeit 
when ‘he, the spirit oe rm rae come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak ; and he will show you things to come.—John xvi. 13. 
Paal exhorts saying, “ Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, 
bat rather that ye may prophecy.” “Wherefore, brethren, covet 
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to p , and forbid not to speak Sm oo . You make far- 
_ ther remarks concerning the kingdom of which I have already 
explained in the piece headed the “kingdom of God.”* Next you ask, 
- quoting Christ’s saying, “the kingdom of God is within you,” how 

Ghathingders ‘of God can be an organized government on earth. This 
also I have answered as you will seein my remarks on the kingdom of 


| Boks 


» You further ask what constitutes an apostle, and if there were a 

more in the Christian church than the twelve, whom Jesus rica 
In answer to this I say, that an apostle is a special witness, a man that 
is called of God to preach the gospel, and administer the ordinances of 
the same to adoptsoulsinto the kingdoms and alsoto'watch over the flock 
of Christ. And concerning there being more than twelve apostles in 
the church, I say, Christ chose the ve, and Judas genied the faith, 
and betrayed his master; and after the>resurrestién Mathias was 
chosen to fill the vacancy; after that Paul was called and ordained 


to the office of an apostle.. Barnabas was also an apostle. (See Acts 


xiv. 14:) ' It is also evident that Andronicus and Junia were apostles. 
(See Romans xvi. 1.) to answer your question, and remove 
your dbjection, if you hay¥e any, to there being more than twelve 
apostles in the Christian churth; ‘and to a continuation, or succession 
at 1 quite textimony of Pack And diat-he 
was seen of Cephas, then of ‘the: ¢ebelve,” [apostles.] “After that he 
was seen of James, then of att the apostles.”~—1 Cor. xv. 57. 


Again, Paul said, “‘ we have tried some whe said they were apostles, — 


and found they were rot.” If there were nene but the twelve who 
‘were well known, why were there false pretenders to the apostleship, 


and what need would there have been of'a trial to prove them to be_ 


You ask if Christ was not the great and last prophet that should 
arise. I answer: CMrist-was the great prophet; but:not the last pro- 
You further 

lieve that there should be any Pe sean, after Christ; but false ones. 
I answer in the affirmative. Joel, and Peter said, “ And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, (saith God,) I will pour out of my spirit 
upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, and 
vour young men shall ‘see visions, and your old men shail dream 
dreams: and on my servants, and on my hand-maidens, I will ‘pour 


out in those days of my spirit and they shall Se se me 17 
ed on the day of Pen- 


—I18. Perhaps you will say this was all fulfill | 
tecost; or in the apostolic age of the world; but if you the 39th 
verse of this chapter, you will discover that Peter promised this spirit, 
or Holy Ghost to their children, and att that were afar. off, on con- 
ditions of repentance and baptism for the remission of sins: and mark, 
prophecyings, and visions, were some of the effects that this Holy 


* Bee page 39. | + Seo page 38. 
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Spirit was to produce. Paul, as I have before mentioned, exhorted the 
Corinthian brethren to contend for the spirit of prophecy. John in 
his Book of Revelations, speaking of future events says: “For they 
have shed the blood of saints sni-proptesta, and thou hast given them 
blood to drink ; for they are worthy.”—Rev. xvi. 6. You quote the 
saying, “the law and the prophets were until John.” Very good, the 
Mosaic law was until John, and there were also many prophets: be- 
fore John; but John and Christ were ‘not the last prophets that were 
to come: remember the prophet Agabus, and also the prophets at 
Antioch. According to your idea there have been none since Christ, 
that have received the testimony of Jesus, or the spirit of God: for . 
John says, in his Book of Revelations, that the testimony of Jesus,is 
the spirit (See Rev. xix. 10.) You ask if. the'signs that 
Christ said sheu ‘follow the believer, and the promise which he made 
to this effect, was ‘not fulfilled, or verified, when the apostles went 
forth every where preaching, the Lord confirming the word with signs 
following: also if this was not the sole design of them. We will ex- 
amine Christ’s words, which will answer your question.: First, said 
Christ, “go (Christ was the first pe n speaking) ye [apostles] (second 
person being spoken to,) into a thaworld and preach the gospet to 
every creature, and he that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved, 
and he that believeth'not shall be damned. And these signs shail 
follow tue: that believe,” §c., (the believer here is in the third person 
_ being spoken of.) Thus you see, that Christ promised those signs to 
the believer in all the world: and: if you from these words limit these 

igns to the first ages of Christianity, then, with equal propriety, faith, 
salvation, and damnation may be limited to those — “Paal thanks 
God that the Corinthians come behind in no spiritual gift : and itis no- 
where said that they were to be done away, untill all came to the unity 
Next you. quote the xiii. 8 of 1 Cor. to prove that the time waslimit- 
ed for the continuation of those gifis of the spirit. : 
Now let us examine that passage: “ But whether there be prophe- 
cies, they shall fail, whether there “4 tongues, they shall cease ; whether 
there be KNOWLEDGE IT sIfALL vaNisH away. For we prophecy 
in part, and we know in part, but when that which is perfect is come, 
that which is in partshall be done away.” Now first, Paul says, they 

_ prophecied in part, and knew in part; but when that which is perfect 
should come, then this partial work should be done away. According 
to your idea knowledge is done away ; because the apostle did not 
limit the gifts of prophecy any more than he did knowledge. 
Certainly, you are somewhat destitute of charity, for when you hold 
forth such an idea as this, you hold forth the same in amount, that the 
world are all ignoramuses. Indeed, the apostle has not held forth the 
idea that the gifts of prophecy, and knowledge, were to be done 
away; but only the partial things were to be superceded with their 
_ fulness; and that is, when that which is perfect is come. “ For now a 
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